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A Message from Our Co-Chairs 
 

“Deeds of giving are the very foundations of the world.” 
-Jewish Folk Saying 

 
Thank you, past presidents, for the foundation you built for 
our shul. 
 
With deep gratitude and admiration, we extend our 
congratulations and best wishes to the honorees of the 2011 
Winter Gala– Netivot Shalom’s eleven past presidents. Their 
tireless efforts to build a strong spiritual home for 
Conservative Jews in Berkeley over the past 20 plus years 
have resulted in the vibrant community that is Congregation 
Netivot Shalom.  
 
While we all have seen our past presidents addressing the 
congregation at annual meetings and on Shabbat mornings, 
much of the work they each did on our behalf was done 
alone, after long work days, late at night, in time taken away 
from their families. Many of us have supported our shul by 
volunteering at an event, sponsoring a kiddush, or giving a 
drash.  Some of us have volunteered on committees or 
worked as members of the Board. We know the hours and 
effort each of these tasks has consumed. Now multiply that 
by 1,000 and you will have some sense of the time and 
energy our past presidents have devoted to building and 
nurturing our congregation. 
 



 

 

Co-Chairs’ message, continued 
 
It is our hope that this journal and festive gala will show our 
past presidents how much we truly appreciate all that they 
have given us. Our ancestors created the Mishkan with gold, 
silver, copper, acacia wood, precious stones, and linen, 
among other materials. Our past presidents have built our 
mishkan with their love, their time, their energy, their 
creative ideas, their patience, and their good humor. For all 
their gifts, we are eternally grateful. 
 
It has been an honor for us to help put together this tribute 
journal and evening to express our heartfelt appreciation of 
the efforts of our past presidents. Thank you Celia, George, 
Claudia, Art, Ken, Pauline, Debbie, Mark, Carol, Joe and Jeff. 
May you all go from strength to strength and may we enjoy 
your company for many years to come! 
 
With gratitude, 
Lisa Gershony and Cathy Shadd Rosenfeld 
 
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    



 

 

Congregation Netivot Shalom Presents 
 

A Tribute Journal 
Honoring our Past Presidents 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Event Program  
 

7:30-7:35pm Welcoming Remarks 

7:35-7:45pm Dvar Torah and Introduction of 

our Esteemed Emcees: Matt and Justin 

7:45-8:00pm Presentation of Honorees 

8:00-8:30pm Dinner Buffet 

8:30-8:40pm Honoring Celia, George, Claudia, and Art, who created 

and nurtured Netivot Shalom in its early years 

8:40-8:50pm Honoring Ken, Pauline, Debby, and Mark, who 

brought Netivot Shalom to the point of our needing 

and buying a “home of our own” 

8:50-9:00pm Dessert  

9:00-9:10pm Honoring Carol, Joe, and Jeff who grew Netivot 

Shalom into the community we all know and love 

today 

9:10-9:15pm Surprise! 

9:15-9:20pm Wrap-up 

9:20-9:30pm Closing remarks by Gala Co-Chairs 



 

 

About Our Synagogue Community 
 

Congregation Netivot Shalom is an Egalitarian, 
Participatory Sacred Community that encourages and 

engages in Tefilah (Prayer), Torah (Learning), Tzedeka 
(Social Justice), and Kehillah (Community) within our 

congregation and the broader community.  Our mission is 
to inspire Jewish practices among individuals and 

families who are considering Judaism, are intermarried, 
or Jewish. We share a commitment to Masorti 

(Conservative) Judaism and furthering individual and 
communal spiritual growth, while recognizing a range of 

personal philosophies, practices and needs. 
   
Congregation Netivot Shalom 
began in 1989 and grew out 
of our founding members' 
collective commitment to 
create an egalitarian spiritual 
home for Conservative Jews 
in Berkeley, California. We 
began with meetings in 
people's homes, around 
kitchen and dining room 
tables and monthly Shabbat services. We now have a 
beautiful sanctuary on University Avenue, where we 
offer weekly Shabbat, ongoing holiday, and other 
regularly-scheduled services. Netivot Shalom also 
provides a host of educational, spiritual and community 
programs. 



 

 

From Our Board 
 
Tonight we honor 11 congregants who have not only served 
as past presidents, but also been actively involved as 
founders, volunteers and board officers of Netivot Shalom. 
Our honorees dedicated themselves to guiding our 
congregation to where we are today, a continually growing 
kehilla of 400 member units.  Each presidency was shaped by 
different events– starting a congregation, finding a spiritual 
home, leasing office space, hiring a staff, starting a capital 
campaign, designing a building, transitioning to a new rabbi– 
and always entailed welcoming and retaining members and 
continually assisting in raising funds. All of these tasks 
required research, patience and dedication. Our past 
presidents’ contributions along the way have made the path 
smoother for myself and future presidents. 
 
As we approach our congregation's 25th anniversary, we will 
face new challenges, but we are fortunate to draw upon the 
wisdom and leadership of our past 
presidents who also continue to 
contribute with their advice and 
guidance. For that we are all 
grateful. 
 
Kol Ha Kavod and thank you for 
serving, 
 
Mel Sibony 
CNS Board President 



 

 

A Blessing from Our Rabbi 
 
To All the Past Presidents, and to the Future Ones:  Kol HaKavod and 

Todah Rabbah! 

Varying modes of leadership are 

important to identify, especially in 

moments of change.  Netivot Shalom has 

always been in the process becoming, and 

I pray that continues to be our experience 

for years to come. 

 

For a shul community, changes can 

include urgent financial decisions, 

membership growth/shrinkage, strategic 

professional transitions, and more.  In any 

and every setting in which a specific 

leadership style is healthy and effective, it 

is perhaps only so in that specific moment 

and circumstance.  Each president of Netivot Shalom has found 

themselves discovering the moment’s needs, hoping that they are 

equipped to respond successfully.  The very same approach that 

worked in the past might be unhealthy in any other circumstance – so 

many factors determine whether or not a certain leadership 

methodology is appropriate. 

We read in Parashat Tetzaveh of the clothing for the High Priest, the 

Kohen Gadol.  Aaron was the very first in this line.  His clothing was 

fabulous and complicated, burdensome and ornate.  The instructions 

for the priestly clothing are intricate, including a gold headband which 

read "Holy to God" and a robe with pomegranate-shaped bells which 

sounded out with any movement.  Aaron was a human being like any 

other, but could not move around inconspicuously.  He and his  



 

 

descendants were servants of God, chosen from birth for a role that 

designated them different.  We might imagine that they were hyper-

aware of how they were seen by others.  They were from the people, 

but not "of the people."  They were not the same as their community - 

they stood apart.  For a time, each president of our shul has 

symbolically donned the clothing of the High Priest, hyper aware of our 

community’s needs and perceptions. 

 

Parashat Tetzaveh is also unique in that it the only Torah Portion 

following Moses' birth in which his name does not appear.  Some 

suggest this is due to his initial reticence at the burning bush to be 

God's emissary to Pharaoh, which thereby charged Aaron with the role 

of Priest.  The focus of the Parashah on Aaron's clothing could, 

according to this reasoning, offend Moses, and so Moses' name is not 

mentioned out of sensitivity to his feelings.  Their distinct roles, 

different models of authority and service, are perhaps a source of 

tension to which the Torah's text and our community could be 

sensitive.   

 

But there is another interpretation, one which suggests that Moses' 

apparent absence is due to the challenge he poses to God in a later 

moment.  Incensed at the Israelites for the sin of the golden calf, God 

commands Moses to "step aside" to allow God to destroy the 

Israelites and begin again with Moses.  Moses steps into the breach 

and refuses to allow God to act, saying "You may not do this, and if You 

do, erase me from Your book!"  God relents, but the threat has a 

lingering effect: Moses' name is removed from the preceding Parasha. 

Moses' interconnectedness with the people, his willingness to take a 

difficult stand in a tense situation, to act in the best interests of the 

people, has also been exemplified in some of the past presidents of 

Netivot Shalom.  This leadership model is different.  Moses is not 

separate, as Aaron and the priests seem to be. 



 

 

 

Aaron is a necessary part of a community.  Sometimes a religious 

leader must stand separate, as a symbolic exemplar, wearing her 

sacred purpose on her sleeve (or forehead).  Moses is a necessary part 

of a community.  Sometimes a religious leader must be 

indistinguishable from his community, willing to be anonymous in the 

service of a shared cause.  Every president wrestles with these 

questions, and is deserving of enormous thanks for their hearts, their 

time, and their work. 

 

It is a true ongoing test of a leader to stand always for and sometimes 

within their community, judging each moment and determining an 

appropriate response, acting with devotion and temerity, even and 

especially when it is difficult.   

 

May the work of leading the sacred community of Congregation 

Netivot Shalom always be worth it, as we continue to become. 

 


Chazak, Chazak, veNit’chazek! 

Through the strength of many, we are strong! 
 
With gratitude and affection, 
 
 
Rabbi Creditor 
 

    
    
    
    
    
    



 

 

Excerpts from “A Drasha for the Netivot 
Shalom Community” 

By Joan Bradus, First Vice President 
Delivered at the CNS Board Meeting on January 30, 2011 

 
Parashat Terumah contains the line that Rabbi Kelman often cited (and 
Debbie Friedman z”l set to music specifically for our community) and 
which was the theme of our first capital campaign.  It has led directly to 
our being here today: 
 

“VeAsu Li Mikdash v'shachanti b'tocham - And let them make Me a 
sanctuary that I may dwell among them.” 

 
This precisely characterizes our real world dilemma - we are here to 
create a Holy Space in which to encounter God, and yet the details are 
almost mind-numbingly mundane. 
 
The commentators first ask - why do we even need to create a Mishkan 
(and by direct association, a synagogue building), when God is 
incorporeal, and is not limited in space or time. Our human minds are 
limited, however, and even after the Exodus from slavery in Egypt and 
the revelation at Sinai, the people had a hard time visualizing how to 
encounter God. The idea was that, after the Golden calf, (which is 
introduced after this parashah), God realized that the Israelites needed 
something concrete on which to focus their religious attention - and in 
the details of construction God provided a sanctioned response to that 
need.  Like them, it helps us to have a place to go to worship together. 
We are a religious community - while God is present and accessible 
everywhere and everywhen, we are distracted and preoccupied. Having 
a designated place to assemble together, to focus on encountering 
God, meets our human need. And, it is significant that one of the 
names for God is HaMakom, The Place. 



 

 
What struck me most, though, about this parashah, particularly, was 
the first line: “Tell the Israelite people to bring Me gifts.; You shall 
accept gifts for Me from every person whose heart is so moved.” 
 
Of course we cannot require the community to support something they 
have not already committed to with their hearts. Creation of a 
synagogue community, like the creation of the Mishkan, comes from 
longing for closeness – to God, to each other, and requires heartfelt 
commitment. And, the types of giving, as described in the parashah, are 
varied. Men and women gave different precious materials, according to 
their means and their hearts. While later parshiot describe the artisans 
that contribute skilled labor, the sense here is that anyone can join in 
this effort by giving gifts - of time, of skill, of money. The rabbis go on in 
their commentaries to say this explicitly. They take the passage stating 
that the Ark cannot be separated from the carrying poles, to mean that 
financial support is as essential to our continued mission as Torah study 
itself. "Even if someone neither learns nor teaches Torah, but supports 
it financially, he is considered to have upheld it" (Chazal, Yerushalmi, 
Sotal, Ch 7)  "It is a tree of Life to those who support it" refers not only 
to prayer and learning but to mundane financial support.(Tzror HaMor; 
Mishlei 3:18)  But that support can only be obtained from those who 
first freely give from their heart-and they give because they need this 
Mishkan, they need this synagogue and community, 
 
We no longer look to God for instructions on how to create a building.  
Our understanding of our task has grown over time. As Arthur Green 
says (Radical Judaism.pg 131)), our task is to "constitute a human 
community in which God is present, in which that presence is felt from 
within and seen from without. As each person is the image of God, an 
embodiment of divinity, so are we as a people to bear that living 
presence within us." He goes on to say that each of us has something 
that only we can supply, a contribution urgently needed to sustain the 
divine economy.(page 160) 
 



 

 
Our task is to search ourselves for what it is that only we can supply, a 
gift freely given to create a community within which God will dwell. We 
are also tasked, much as was Moses, and the leaders of the Israelite 
community, to ask our community to bring gifts from their hearts so 
that they too can sustain this community- gifts of time, gifts of skills, 
and yes, gifts, even of money. 
 
We live in the real world - the Torah knows that, and its stories force us 
to stay grounded, even when we want to soar. We do not go into the 
mountains to commune with God. We come to shul- to pray, and 
shmooze, and argue, and cook, and study, and teach our children, and 
get married, and visit the sick, and care for the needy, emotionally and 
physically, We have each chosen this community in which to do this. 
We should feel honored to be part of it together. 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Past Presidents’ Contributions  
to Netivot Shalom 

 
Inspired by the idea that each of us is 
considered to have been at Sinai, we 
wrote these summaries as if each of us 
had been part of Netivot Shalom since its 
beginning, with deep gratitude to those 
who actually did all the work described! 

 
 



 

 

Celia Concus, Founding President 
Served 1989-1991 

 
Under Celia’s capable leadership, the vision of a small 
number of people to start a Conservative synagogue in 
Berkeley became a reality. The effort was enormous and 
involved defining ourselves as a Congregation, defining goals 
to sustain and guide us, selecting a prayer book, choosing a 
name and a logo, and drawing up by-laws. During Celia’s 
tenure, we started a newsletter, a religious school, a Torah 
study group, adult education classes, and a Chevra Kadisha.  
 
Imagine the effort involved in 
finding and hiring a rabbi, not 
to mention that needed to 
attract new members 
without recruiting from the 
membership of other 
congregations. Somehow 
(and we think Celia probably 
had a lot to do with this) with 
all these efforts going on 
simultaneously, the 
congregation proved to be 
viable enough to hold 
services every other week 
with trained services leaders 
and Torah readers. Celia got 
us to the point of needing to 
rent a space and acquire a 
Torah! 



 

 

George Gidal 
Served from 1991 – 1993 

 
George strengthened the solid 

foundation Celia helped to 

build. We signed a two-year 

lease with the Berkeley-

Richmond JCC for its 

auditorium, two classrooms, 

and an office. When George 

started, we had $6800 in a 

checking account, $55,000 in a 

money market account, and 

$11,000 in the Torah fund! 

Even though the religious 

school was small, we decided to have our own, rather than to 

combine with other synagogues.  

Chevra Kadisha and long term planning committees were 

formed and membership categories (“single” was changed to 

“individual”) and fees were hashed out. Weekly Shabbat 

morning services began on January 4, 1992 and shortly 

thereafter, a Wednesday morning Shacharit minyan. The first 

congregational retreat took place in May of 1992. Way back 

then, we were discussing whether to start a preschool, how 

large we want to become, and what growth would mean. 

From August to October of 1991, we grew from 123 to 209 

member units!  



 

 

Claudia Valas 
Served from 1993 – 1995 

 
Netivot Shalom continued to grow 
in size and complexity under 
Claudia’s steadfast leadership. The 
looming need for more space led to 
the creation of the first site 
selection committee. The first 
Gemilut Chasadim and Bikkur 
Cholim committees were formed. 
We also expanded our educational 
programming for both children and 
adults and hosted our first Scholar-
in-Residence.   
 
One of the biggest challenges 

Claudia faced turned out to be a big achievement for Netivot 

Shalom. A controversy erupted after two gay members had a 

joint aliyah before their commitment ceremony, emulating, 

but not quite duplicating, an aufruf.  Working closely with 

Rabbi Kelman and the ritual committee, we created a series 

of communal study sessions to examine halachic issues, 

precedents, and responses from the various branches of 

Jewish practice regarding same sex marriage. These sessions 

diffused a potentially alarming rift that had occurred within 

our community and created a model for how to deal with 

controversial issues. Kol ha’kavod! 

 



 

Art Braufman 
Served from 1995 – 1997 

 
Under Art’s leadership, membership topped 300 member 
units! The pressing need for more space, the resolution of 
reservations about the need for a “building,” and an 
extensive search resulted in a 
three-year lease and construction 
permits for 1841 Berkeley Way. 
On November 10, 1996, we 
moved our offices and classes to 
our 3300 square foot offices and 
school.  
 
We established a Social Action 
Committee, created a policy for 
establishing Named Funds and 
created the first one– the Cecelia and Max Rosenehimer 
Memorial Camp Scholarship Fund, started a learners’ 
minyan, published our first Bikkur Cholim booklet, and 
became a Sister Congregation with Congregation HaTikvah in 
Santiago De Cuba. The first bris was held at Netivot.  
 
The study sessions begun under Claudia resulted in the 
creation of the Brit Reut ceremony and Rabbi Kelman’s 
teshuvah on “Lesbian and Gay Jews at Netivot Shalom.” The 
importance of inclusiveness, honoring the diversity of our 
membership, and mutual respect were important themes 
during Art’s tenure.  



 

 
Ken Schnur 

Served from 1997-1999 
 
During Ken’s tenure, a big push was made to fill our newly 

acquired building with 

children and holiday 

celebrations and 

classes. Lots of 

volunteers were 

successfully enlisted to 

aid in this effort. Under 

Ken’s stewardship, we 

managed to achieve a 

balanced budget and to 

pay back monies that 

had been borrowed fro 

some of the special 

funds. 

We even ran a surplus for a year! Probably the most 

memorable aspect of Ken’s presidency was his humor. The 

Shabbat announcements had never been so funny before! 



 

 
Pauline Moreno 

Served from 1999-2001 
 
As Netivot continued to grow, it became clear that we really 

needed a permanent space, what came to be called “a home 

of our own.” A Capital Campaign was launched, a Site 

Selection Committee was formed, and the search was on. 

Little did Pauline know at the start of her tenure that the 

search would lead to 

the Jay Vee Liquor 

Store! The huge 

challenge of securing 

a home involved lots 

of meetings, 

telephone calls, and 

letters to get 

everyone on board 

for the new building. 

Pauline managed to 

spearhead this 

Herculean effort 

while staying on top of the week to week managing of our 

growing and diverse congregation.  

 



 

 
Debby Graudenz 

Served from 2001-2003 
 
Debby views the biggest achievement of her term as the 

acquisition of our building. She spoke tirelessly about our 

community and the community effort achieving a home of 

our own would require. And our building was a true 

community effort involving: those members who, for years, 

searched for an 

appropriate piece of 

property; those who did 

the fundraising and those 

who so generously gave; 

those who designed the 

building; those who 

introduced Netivot Shalom 

to our neighbors on 

University Ave. The list 

goes on and on, but the 

unifying theme of all the 

efforts is community. Debby had the well deserved honor of 

being the one to sign on the dotted line when we purchased 

1316 University Ave. She also devoted a tremendous amount 

of time to strengthening and stabilizing our religious school 

and to trying to create a safe place in our community in 

which to engage in respectful dialog about Israel. 



 

 

Mark Priven 
Served from 2003-2004 

 
 Under Mark’s inspiring leadership, we moved full steam 

ahead with both fundraising for our new home and designing 

and constructing it. It is hard now to imagine or remember 

the hours, days, weeks, and months, culminating in years, 

spent discussing all 

aspects of the building 

while staying true to 

our tradition of 

respectfully hearing 

differing points of view 

and disclosing 

important information 

to everyone. And on top 

of all that, Mark 

shepherded us through 

a toxic spill! Just before 

Yamim Noraim, with 

the office in full gear, 

the hair salon through the wall from us on Berkeley way had 

a toxic spill, resulting in our employees getting sick and our 

office temporarily moving to the front yard of the building. 

Somehow, we not only got through that trying time, but 

continued to thrive. 



 

 
Carol Cunradi 

Served from 2004 - 2006 
 

 Under Carol’s careful 

guidance, we 

completed construction 

of our new building and 

moved into it with a 

community wide 

celebration in June, of 

2005. And we filled one 

of the new offices right 

away with our first ever 

Executive Director– 

David Stein. With Rabbi 

Kelman’s retirement 

approaching in 2007, 

our entire community 

engaged in the transition to a new rabbi. We participated in a 

shul-wide survey, decided to affiliate with United Synagogue 

of Conservative Judaism, appointed a Rabbi Search 

Committee, and began the process choosing a new rabbi. 

With the financial responsibility of owning our own home 

came an awareness that our membership needed to grow 

and our finances put on sound footing, efforts that Carol 

oversaw with her usual aplomb. 



 

 

Joe Meresman 
Served from 2006-2008 

 
Under Joe’s careful guidance, we underwent a plethora of 
transitions in a very short time. Our founding and beloved 
rabbi, Stuart Kelman, retired and the community expressed 
its deep gratitude to him 
for his years as our 
spiritual leader in a 
heartfelt gala.  
 
At long last, we started a 
preschool, which broke 
even in its second year!  
 
We hired and welcomed 
a wonderful new rabbi, 
Menachem Creditor, and 
then right away, a large 
number of incredibly 
talented professional 
staff: Lisa Gershony, 
Lauren Kindorf, Rachel 
Schorr, and Rabbi Shalom Bochner.  
 
Even as we entered a national recession, our youth education 
programs and enrollment grew and our membership steadily 
increased. 



 

  
Jeff Rosenbloom 

Served from 2008-2010 
 

With a great team of professional staff fully engaged in 

overseeing the business of our shul, Jeff brought his own high 

level professional skills on 

board as he oversaw the 

expansion of upgraded financial 

tools that have allowed us to 

have a clear understanding of 

our income and expenses. In 

fact, under Jeff, we had the first 

“profitable” year in a while. 

That said, it was also under Jeff 

that we realized that the 

financial projections we made 

when we undertook our building were not going to be 

realized. The national financial collapse had a direct impact 

on our ability to fundraise for the Capital Campaign. Jeff set 

up goals and structures which are guiding our fundraising 

efforts today. Jeff also worked hard to expand opportunities 

for us to talk about Israel, something the congregation had 

wanted for many years. 

With deep gratitude, the presidential yad and 

gavel have been handed to Mel Sibony! 



 

 
The past eleven presidents would like to honor their spouses 
and to each of them, we write this letter: 
 

 
 

Dearest Paul, Toby, Carl, Sheila, Especially Denise, Debbie, Rom, 
Sharon, Jim, Cathy, and Melissa, 

Thank you for your acceptance and support during my majestic 
tenure.  Thank you for not feeling “less-than” when you realized 
that when people at Kiddush spoke to you, it was only to find 
out where I was. 

Thank you for understanding, after the first week of my 
presidency, that the phone was never for you, but always for 
me, and that the Rabbi had no real interest in how you were, 
but was calling for me.  

And I express regret for having left you two Sunday evenings a 
month. Thank God for TiVo.    

And finally, thank you for understanding how important, 
interesting and funny I was……until the day after a new 
president was elected. 

Much love, appreciation, and kisses every Sunday night 

Signed: 

Eleven of the best Presidents this Shul has ever seen…….until 
Mel came along.
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Pages 



 

 

 

 

 

 

To all the past presidents– 

 

Congratulations and deep 

gratitude! 

 

Anonymous 



 

 

 

 

Thank you, past presidents, 

for all you have done for 

Netivot Shalom.  

 

Ray Li fchez 



 

 

 

 

Thank you!  

from 

R. Jonathan Omer-Man 

and Nan Gefen 
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In honor of the many 

devoted, skilled, and 

generous members who 

nurture Netivot Shalom. 

 

Celia and Paul Concus 



 

 

 

 

 

To the Past Presidents of 

Congregation Netivot Shalom,  

Wit hout your hard work and 

commitment, we would still be 

searching for a caring community 

and a spiritual home.  

Thank you,  

Joan Bradus and Dale Friedman  



 

 
 

“God created a world full of small worlds.”  
(Yiddish proverb) 

 

Thank you, past presidents, for making the 
small world of Netivot Shalom such a great one! 
 
 
Celia, George, Claudia, Art, Ken, Pauline, 
Debby, Mark, Carol, Joe, and Jeff– 
 
Many thanks for the leadership, devotion, 
energy, and humor you have generously given 
to make Netivot Shalom the spiritual home and 
warm community it is for so many.  Our family 
has found much comfort and joy at Netivot 
Shalom and we are grateful to each of you for 
your service. 
 
May we all continue to thrive at Netivot Shalom 
for many years to come! 
 
In deep gratitude, 
Dov, Cathy, Anna and Ziva Rosenfeld 
 



 

 

Celia Concus, thank you for 

being an inspired and inspiring 

leader of Netivot Shalom, from 

its beginning to today. 

 

Warmest regards,  

Claire Max and Jon Arons



 

 
 

 

Copper  

Pages 



 

 

 

We raise our hats and 

give thanks for all of 

the past presidents!  
 

Hurray for Netivot 

Shalom!  
 

George and Toby Gidal  

 



 

 
 

Thanks to those who have 

worked so hard, done so 

much, and carried the load 

to create and grow our 

fabulous shul!  

 

 

With gratitude and 

admiration from the 

Lieberman -Samelson Fam ily  



 

 
 

Thank you for tending the store, and for . . .  

× Watching the budget, especially when it 

appeared it had a mind of its own 

× Developing policies for a new kind of 

synagogue 

× Being aware that an open, egalitarian 

synagogue takes time to grow 

× Knowing that listening is often more 

important that speaking 

× Signing your name on the dotted line 

and committing everyone to a project 

that relies on more faith than dollars at 

hand! 

David Stein and Bill Stewart 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you to the  

Presidents of  
Congregation Netivot Shalom 

from the  
Preschool Community! 

 
 

%ifd_tis gfati s`aia g*s

mfcis *s_eis pl_i %qliis qlii %el_i

-tatra j*ps* qsli* fpaq id *r

j*ps*a s`f`fe prts

 
Inspire our hearts to understand, to think, to listen, 

to learn, and to teach, to safeguard, to do and to 
establish all the teachings of your Torah with love. 

And light up our eyes with your Torah! 
 

-Ahavah Rabbah, daily liturgy 
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!ubhthabk jf rahh 

Thanks for creating 
and l eading this 

wonderful synagogue!  
 

Carolyn Koestel and 
Jerry Berkman



 

 
 

 

Acacia 
Wood 
Pages 



 

 
 

 

Our thanks and gratitude 

to th e past presidents for 

their time, dedication, 

vision, and commitment 

to the success of Netivot 

Shalom.  

 

With Warmest Regards,  

Marge and Milt 

Greenstein  



 

 

 

In great appreciation for 
the collaborative gift of 

time, wisdom, dedication 
and personal sacrifice of all 

our past presidents on 
behalf of this wonderful 

spiritual community. 
 

The Kittner Family 



 

 
 

With deep appreciation for all 

the tremendous work of our 

past presidents.  

 

And with gratitude to Jeff 

Rosenbloom, who so skillfully 

guided us through the pro cess 

of selling and buying our new 

home!  

 

~ The Ziv Family~  



 

 

 
 

To All the Menschen who stepped up and  

Held the mantle of leadership 

Who sacrificed and did their best for all of us 

From when our Shul was just born 

You have guided and led us to this very day 

May this mitzvah you have performed,  

By all of you so very worthy, 

Bring you the deepest satisfaction in your 

hearts. 

  

Thank you,  

Charlene Stern and Michael Irwin 

 

 



 

 

Wisdom, Courage, Vision  

éand lots and lots and lots of hard work. 

 

We thank each of our past presidents for 

these and the many other gifts they have 

bestowed upon our beloved home and 

congregation during their time of 

leadership. 

Kol ha Kavod, Yasher Koach,  

and Todah Rabah!  

 

With love and admiration,  

The Bileca Family 

Angela, Steve, Daniel and Alexander  
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Stones  
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WHAT IS ALL THIS FUSS  

I HEAR ABOUT  

òSHUL RESIDENCEó? 

 

MANY THANKS.  

 
THE BOVARNICK FAMILY AND EMILY LITELLA  



 

 

To Our Past Presidents 

Thank you! 
 

Your hard work, generosity and 
commitment 

have given us a home 

for body and soul. 

For all your gifts 

we are deeply grateful. 

 

Nan and Peter Strauss 



 

 

 

òJOY IS THE EXPANSION OF 

HOLINESS.ó 

-RABBI MENACHEM MENDEL OF KOTZK 

 

THANK YOU, PAST PRESIDENTS, 

FOR MAKING NETIVOT SHALOM 

THE EXTRAORDINARY 

CONGREGATION IT IS TODAY. 

Edna Stewart 



 

 

Lo alecha hamlacha ligmor– v’lo ata ben chorin 

l’hitbatayl mimena.  You are not obliged to 

complete the task– Neither are you free to 

neglect it.  

-Rabbi Tarfon 

 

Our cup overflows with joy and 

thankfulness to the new generations of 

leaders that perpetuate the dreams and 

create the future of Netivot Shalom. 

Kol hakavod to all who have brought 

us to this day. 

Art & Sheila Braufman 



 

 
 

Thanks to all the past 
presidents who generously 
gave of their time to make 
Netivot Shalom what it is 

today!  

 

Andrea and Michael 
Cassidy 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

To all the past presidents– 

 

Congratulations and deep 

gratitude! 

 

Anonymous 



 

 

 

 

 

My thanks and 
appreciation to all of our 

presidents for their 
dedication and devotion 

to Netivot Shalom.  
 

Helen Schneider  



 

 
 
 
 
From those who served with you,  
those you have served, and  
those who have served you 
 
Thanks for your leadership, 
Thanks for the wise counsel, 
Thanks for the memories, and 
Thanks for keeping us entertained throughout your 
presidency. 
 
For those of us who served with you, it was a privilege. 
For those who you served, it was appreciated. 
For thÏÓÅ ×ÈÏ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÙÏÕȟ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÇÌÁÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÈÁÓÅ ÉÓ ÏÖÅÒȢ 
  
 

Andrea and David, Martha and David, Karen and 
Steve, Reva and Sol, Karen and Barry, Judy and 
Allen, Sharon and Mark, and Janet and Andy 

 
 



 

 

 

 

Congratulations to the past 

presidents of Netivot Shalom!  

 

Thank you for your leadership 

wisdom and dedication!  

 

Kol haKavod from  

Eli, Clara, Lauran and Adam Mizock  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you, Ken Schnur. 

We are proud of your leadership and 

dedication to Netivot Shalom. 

With love, 

Denise, Emma and Noah Schnur



 

 

 

We knew 

him w hen 

(and have 

great 

stories!).  

  

Love you, Ken. 

Mom, your sis and 

bros.



 

 

 

Thanks to all of our 

hardworking presidents 

for their wonderful 

contributions to our 

shul! 

The Arthur Reingold/ 

Gail Bolan Family



 

 

With gratitude for 

your vision, 

commitment, and 

hard work. 
 

Todah Rabah, 

Nancy Gurian and 

Barry Kamil



 

 
In honor of our past presidents, 
and in gratitude for welcoming 
and embracing our family as 
part of the wonderful Netivot 
Shalom community. 

 

The Levitas Family 

Gerri, Stuart, Karen, and David 



 

 

 

To Jeff and his fellow past 

presidents,  

Our deepest thanks for inspiring 

and leading us over the years. And 

for keeping us laughing!  

Love, 

Adam, Jesse and Melissa  



 

 

 

Dear Mark, 

Thanks to you and your family, 

Sharon, Sam, and Miriam, for all 

you have done for the synagogue 

and our community. 

With love and gratitude, 

The Family Room 

Sarah Herman, Joel, Noah and Hannah Bashevkin 

Judy and Amalya Penso 

Mel, Lisa, David and Lena Sibony 

Dan, Traci, Rachel and Sam Siegel 



 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS CELIA! 
 

From your Sunday running /  

now walking buddies  
 

For the past 40 years, our Sunday 

mornings with you have been the 

source of many creative ideas and 

projects.          

 

May we continue together for many more years. 

 

Judith Bloom  

Sheila Kahan 

 

Nancy Wolfe                         
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B’Yadeinu: Through Our 
Hands 

Diane Bernbaum  

Carol Dorf 

Karen Friedman 

Rivka Greenberg 

Shari Rifas 

Claire Sherman 

Offer our congratulations to 
each and every Netivot 
Shalom President! 

 

 

With many thanks we recognize the outstanding 
leadership of our past presidents in achieving 
the community that is Netivot Shalom. 
 

- June and Bob Safron 



 

 

 
to our friends: 

 


 
when you enjoy the toil of your hands, 
happy are you, and it is good for you.  

Psalms 128:2 
 

stuart and vicky kelman 
 
 

 

 

To our Presidents: 
 

This year the Gala, 

Next year on Mt. Rushmore! 
 

Thanks for the good cheer, 

Ann and Claude 



 

 
We would like to offer our profound 
gratitude to all the Past Presidents for 
their gifts of wisdom, creativity and 
talents that have enhanced and sustained 

our shul.͖   
 
Plus, we wish to pay tribute to the power 
behind the throne ... the First Spouses!!
     
Many, many, many thanks to ALL of 
you!!!   
    
Vicki Sommer & Karen Friedman 
  

 

 

Hey Gup, 
 
We love you. Thanks for serving our 
community, but thanks even more for 
being there for us. 
 
Abba and Avush



 

 

 
Thank you to all the Netivot 
Shalom presidents for your 
tremendous support over the 
years. 
 
Diane and Ed Bernbaum and 
the entire Midrasha 
Community  
 

 
 

I canõt imagine my life without 
Netivot Shalom. Thank you to all our 

past presidents. 
 

Susan David



 

 
To my favorite presidents: 

 

Thank you for your friendship and 

leadership. 
 

You are Jewlicious! 
 

Denah S. Bookstein 
 

Jewlicious Festival 7.0 
Feb. 24-27, 2011 
Long Beach, CA 
 

 

 
We honor the entire roster of past 
presidents who devoted their energy, 
wisdo m and affection to the welfare and 
continuation of Congregation Netivot 
Shalom . 
  
With admiration and fond memories,  
Hilda & Seymour Kessler  
 



 

 

 
HEREõS TO MARK PRIVEN! 

 
Your leadership at  

Netivot Shalom 
has inspired us and 

made us proud. 
 

We love you, 
Sharon, Sam and Miriam 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Ȱ4ÁËÅ ÍÙ ×ÉÆÅ ɀ ÐÌÅÁÓÅȦȱ 

$ÅÂÒÁ Ȱ(ÅÎÎÙ 9ÏÕÎÇÍÁÎȱ ,ÏÂÅÌ 



 

 

 

THANKS TO ALL OUR PAST 

PRESIDENTS FOR MAKING 

SAUSAGE ON BEHALF OF OUR 

COMMUNITY!  

 

LARRY HANOVER 

 

 

 

Yasher Koach to all the Netivot Shalom 

Presidents, past and present!  

 

Thank you all for your leadership and for 

giving so much to the Netivot Shalom 

community.  

 

The Reisman/Goldschmidt Family  

Jeanne, Len and Deborah  



 

 

Spokes and Rims and HubséOh My! 

  

You make it work Jeff !  

  

From your friends at:  

  

New Parnasa Partners  

 

 

_____________________ 

 

In honor of Rabbi Shalom 

Bochner from the 

Thursday afternoon 

Talmud class. 
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Thanks for your 

leadership!  

Lucien and Ginette 

Polak 
 

Our presidents are 
unimpeachable! 
David Levine and 
Joanna Weinberg 

 

For Debby Graudenz, 
Thank you for all your 
wonderful work in the 

shul and in the 
disability community. 

Leslie Gordon 

In appreciation of 
our Presidents, 
past and future 

 
The Netivot 

Shalom Pinochle 
Group 

 

 
 



 

 

Thank you to all of our 
Presidents. 

 
Marcia Brooks 

 
òHelp When You Need It!ó 

Meals/catering, adult or 
childcare, rides, everything! 

BubbiMarcia@LMI.net 
510-717-3350 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 

mdhd p_ff

For all your efforts 

for our community! 

 

Esther Brass-Chorin 

Many thanks to our 

terrific past 

presidents! 

- Meredith Trauner 

 

 

 

Todah Rabah! 

Anonymous 



 

 

"There's no place 

like home." 

fran quittel 

Netivot Shalom member    

since 1990 

With gratitude for our 

CNS leadership and 

community,  

Alison Jordan and 

family  

 

 

To the proud and patient children 

of Eleven Shul Presidents 
 

from another shul presidentõs daughter: 
 

High Five! 
 

Helaine Kaplan Prentice 

___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thank you for your hard work! 

Katya and Joel Gerwein 

 


